HSP3U – Factors That Influence and Shape Behaviour


NATURE VS. NURTURE

Heredity (nature): Characteristics and circumstances in your life 

that are determined by your genes.  This cannot be changed. 

Environment (nurture): Circumstances that you encounter in

your life. The outcomes of these circumstances can be changed by other experiences.

Consider the following situation:

Grace Yuen and her grandmother are both piano teachers who give lessons in the family home.  Grace started to play the piano when she was two years old and shows excellent promise as a pianist.  

Is this an example of heredity or environment?

THE NATURE-NURTURE DEBATE
Read pp. 82-84 in The Human Way and complete the following.

1. Define the following:

· nature-nurture debate

· genes

2. a) Why did the Canadian pediatric society publish a statement urging parents and

    physicians to monitor children’s television viewing habits?

     b) What negative effects of television viewing on the development of children have been

         observed?

     c) How is critic Richard Nilson bothered by television’s second-handedness?
3. What is another powerful media influence on behaviour?  Give examples.

4. a) How does television and advertising differ from other environmental factors that shape

         behaviour? 

     b) List ways that people can guard against the negative influences of television and

         media. 


